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In 2016, the Portland Cement Association
(PCA) celebrates its centennial year.

During the last 100 years, PCA has become
widely recognized as the authority on the
technology, economics, and applications of
cement and concrete.

PCA Members at the 2016 Spring Congress in
Chicago, lllinois.
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« Cement had emerged as a construction staple. The

|
Back In number of plants had doubled, and production had

increased tenfold, to nearly 17 million tons.

1916 g » Concrete construction was rapidly expanding, and with

it the need for reliable technical information, research,
e 10 education, and uniform test methods and standards.

 PCA began operations with a headquarters office in
Chicago. Fifty-three cement companies signed on as
members.

First chair was Ben F. Affleck, president of Atlas
Universal Cement.
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Testing ... Testing ... Testin

e “FEM . N —
Figure 3. The conarate column load test was demanded by
the Wisconsin Industrial Commission. Sandbags, loose sand,
and finally pig iron were placed on top of the column until It
supported a phenomenal 60 tons of weight. Wright is on the
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» One Test is Worth a Thousand Opinions
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» One Test is Worth a Thousand Opinions

» Everyone trusts a TEST
o Except the one who performed it
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» One Test is Worth a Thousand Opinions

» Everyone trusts a TEST
» Except the one who performed it

* No one trusts an ANALYS/S
» Except the one who performed it
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“Strength is essential, but otherwise unimportant”
-Hardy Cross
1885-1959
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HAV]NG lettuce salad when you want it may
depend on the road. That may not interest you.

But the road that makes certain you can have lettuce salad every
ay in the year also makes certain that you can get fresh eggs,
milk, poultry, butter, potatoes and other things when you want

them—and that should interest you. Think of the farm produce you would buy or
sell if yeu eould, but that now goes to waste Decanse the roads prevent marketing.

The U. 8 Food Administrarion estimates that bad roads in Erie Ceo., Pa,,
added arleast 32,000,000 to thefoed bill of Erie and other cities in the county last winter

In 1905 the Zuck Greenhouse Co. built a small greenhouse several miles
aut of Erie. 'The problem ther of traosponing produce to Erie and ro the express com-
panies operating oot of Erie was a sevious one,  1n 1910 the Zock Company bouwghe &
maotar truck, but the earth roads were so bad in wet weather that a team of horses
alwaye aceampanied the trock to pull it oot of mudholes,

Now the road has been paved with conerete. ‘The Zuck plant consists of
13 madem greenhouses and produces larpe quantities of veperables yearly,

Read whar F. J. Zuck says about this concrete road:

“Now we can deliver our produce free  concrere moad during the winter and apri |l£
frotn bruises, 3 and dizorr when Faod ic in greatest deman
cal'alzr.\i by joltg over sough roads (heough mod, “Upon receiving assurances that the

"The cost of hauling over the concrete  moad upon which our preenhouses are Inoated
rand, when ared with the criginal earth  would be prrmanently improved with reinforeed
road, bas been reduced Bt per cent,  This 18 due e\«mmorei we immediately awarded contracts
0 the greater speed and larger loads possible  for additons (o our plant.” These, together with
aver the concrete road, together with the redic.  plavs for further improvemente, have been
tion in cost of epernting and mainrriniug oot made posalble by the economy of transportation
trucks. Added o this is the availahility of the  aver the concrete rond to Erie.

— Erie can have lettuce sadad any day—und the road
/"’—H—Hh 7 that will bring vou Tettuce salad swhen you want it will
L bring you the other things you want when you want 1hen.

Is it necessary to ask whether concrete roads pay?

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
ATLANTA  DETROIT HILWAUERE  PUTSBUNGH
CHIGAGD  HELENA MINMEAFOLIE  BALT JAEE CITE
BipYER  [NMANAPOLTE NEW FORE ATILE

ALLAS  KANBASCITY  FARKEMSRURG WASHINGTON

Concrete for Permanence

““Mention the Geograpbic—It Identifies yom."'

America's Cement Manufacturers™

Shortly after its founding in 1916, PCA launched an
advertising campaign in 10 national weeklies, 23 trade
magazines, and 59 farm journals.

These early ads brought concrete benefits home for
dinner, stressing the role of paved roads for the
distribution of food and other products.

“Concrete for Permanence” became a slogan that would
endure through the 1950s.
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In one way or another, PCA continues to follow the original
charter of the organization.

We have always followed a three-pronged approach that
supports promotion, technical expertise, and advocacy.

PCA still touts permanence today in the broader context of
resilience.

PCA's original headquarters in Chicago, lllinois.
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PCA’'s campus in Skokie, IL circa 1968.

The anniversary marks an occasion to not only celebrate
the association, but where the industry has come and
where it is heading into the next century.

Many of the roads and buildings promoted a century ago
not only still exist, but remain in active use.

This is not just a testament to the resiliency of concrete,
but also its role as a building block of society. Without
concrete our homes, roads, schools, and cities would not
exist as they are today.

PCA's offices in Skokie, IL - 2015
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